Coalition Works with UJA and NYS Office of Health Information Technology Transformation to Bring Federal Stimulus Dollars to the Behavioral Health Sector  

The Coalition has been working closely with UJA and the NYS Office of Health Information Technology Transformation (OHITT) to bring Federal stimulus dollars to the behavioral health sector. As part of the Statewide Collaboration Process, Coalition staff and representatives from several member agencies serve on the Clinical Priorities Work Group, Consumer Advisory Council, Education and Communication Committee and the Protocols and Services Work Group. As part of our joint efforts, we submitted a letter of support for the New York eHealth Collaborative’s (NYeC) application for federal funding under the State Health Information Exchange (HIE) Cooperative Agreement Program. 
The Coalition has also been advocating with the NYS Congressional Delegation to include community-based behavioral health agencies as eligible providers for Federal Health Information Technology (HIT) funding. The Coalition strongly believes that the behavioral health sector must be a part of all HIT initiatives and receive the necessary funding to provide quality care to individuals with mental illness and substance abuse disorders. We will continue to advocating at the City, State and Federal level for the inclusion of our sector.
