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Senate Standing Committee on Investigations and Government Operations
Craig M. Johnson, Chair

 Thursday, January 7, 2010
10:30am – 4:00pm
Senate Hearing Room
250 Broadway, Between Park Place & Murray St.
(across from City Hall)
New York, NY 10007
SUBJECT: To explore the prevalence of Medicaid fraud in New York State, the efforts by the Office of Medicaid Inspector General (“OMIG”) to investigate such fraud and the ability of the OMIG to realize the savings anticipated in the December 2009 Deficit Reduction Plan (“DRP”).

PURPOSE: Due to the worst fiscal crisis in decades, states throughout the country are diligently exploring ways to cut costs and implement leaner budgets.  New York is no different and just recently had to enact a mid-year deficit reduction plan.  This plan includes a projected savings of $150 million to be realized through a more aggressive Medicaid fraud campaign to be conducted by OMIG.   

Medicaid, a joint federal-state-county partnership created in 1965 that assists low income individuals and families to obtain medical services and hospital treatment, is both an extremely important and costly program for New Yorkers. New York State’s Medicaid program is, in fact, the largest single component of spending in the budget. In 2006, New York State created the OMIG to concentrate the state’s efforts to combat Medicaid fraud. 

With health care costs rising at an alarming rate and an economy in deep recession, the legislature must find ways to save money. Adequate oversight of institutions and medical providers is a significant way to combat waste, fraud and abuse.  This also includes appropriate supervision of Medicaid recipients and the scope of goods and services for which Medicaid coverage should be provided.  

Questions about this hearing may be directed to Kent Sopris at 518-455-2817 or Cari Abatemarco at 518-455-2618.
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I plan to attend the hearing on January 7th 

     [image: image3.png]


I will not be able to attend the hearing, but will send a representative

	     [image: image4.png]


I will require assistance and/or handicapped accessibility information. Please specify the type of assistance required:

 
	

	
	

	
	


  NAME: [image: image5.png]



TITLE: [image: image6.png]



ORGANIZATION: [image: image7.png]



ADDRESS: [image: image8.png]



EMAIL: [image: image9.png]



TELEPHONE: [image: image10.png]



FAX: [image: image11.png]



