Dear Colleagues:
I want to inform you of an important new change in state insurance law that will increase screenings for drug and alcohol problems during emergency medical treatments and ultimately give more New Yorkers the opportunity of recovery. 
Governor David A. Paterson signed legislation (Chapter 303 of the Laws of 2010. S.7845/A.11116)  that now prohibits an insurer from denying benefits to certain emergency services rendered as a result of the insured being injured while driving intoxicated or drug impaired.  This new law is a critical step forward in ensuring those with an underlying alcohol or drug problem receive the necessary medical screenings and have their problem identified in time to receive appropriate treatment.  
Under the Public Health Law and the federal Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act, health service providers are required to provide emergency medical services to persons in need of such care. However, previous to the new law, no-fault insurers were permitted to deny coverage to individuals injured while driving drunk or drug impaired. As a result, health service providers sometimes were not compensated for services, leading these providers to avoid screening for intoxication fearing denial of compensation.
This new legislation eliminates a prohibitive law based on the belief that punishing the alcoholic or drug addicted would force him or her to change their behavior.  We now know that addiction is a chronic disease that benefits from treatment.  We also know that taking advantage of every opportunity to screen individuals for alcohol addiction and drug abuse is beneficial to that individual and to society as a whole.   
The new law also compliments the Screening, Brief Intervention, Referral and Treatment (SBIRT) programs that are funded through the Federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). SBIRT has been proven highly effective in motivating those whose substance use is unhealthy to alter their use. I applaud the Governor for protecting the 2.5 million New Yorkers suffering from addiction and leading them on a path to long-term recovery.  
 Sincerely,
Karen M. Carpenter-Palumbo
Commissioner
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