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RE: Adolescent Skills Centers, Adult Clinics, Employment (e.g. ACE, VESID Supported Employment), Clubhouses, Continuing Day Treatment (CDT), Intensive Psychiatric Rehabilitation Treatment (IPRT) and Psychosocial Programs.

Dear Colleague:  
The Coalition's Center for Rehabilitation and Recovery is gathering information to determine the number of consumers with psychiatric disabilities in New York City who could potentially benefit from the Medicaid Buy-In Program for Working People with Disabilities (MBI).  We need your assistance. 

We are asking that you – or the program staff most qualified to do so - please complete the short survey attached to this email. Your participation will greatly inform our efforts toward improving access to the MBI.  By improving access to this program, we believe there is an opportunity to provide both working consumers and consumers who want to work with additional support in reaching their employment goals. 

· Please complete ONE survey per program type; if your agency provides more than one of the program types listed above, please complete one survey for each.
· Please fax (212.742.2132) or email (Marc Kutner mkutner@coalitionny.org) completed surveys. 

Background

The fear of losing health benefits is a leading disincentive to work among mental health consumers. The MBI program offers Medicaid coverage to people with disabilities who are working (part-time or full-time) and earning more than the allowable limits for regular Medicaid ($53,028 maximum for a single person, $71,028 for married couples). This program enables working people with disabilities to earn more income without the risk of losing vital health care coverage. To our knowledge, less than 300 consumers across all disability groups in New York City are taking advantage of this program. In collaboration with NYS OMH, and in consultation with key NYC stakeholders including NYSDOH, NYCHRA, NYCDOHMH, mental health providers, and consumer advocates, The Coalition’s Center for Rehabilitation and Recovery is facilitating a work group tasked with identifying the barriers to MBI enrollment and developing collaborative ways to overcome them. 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Marc Kutner at (212) 742-1600, x204.  Thank you in advance for assisting us with this effort.
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Medicaid Buy-In Program for Working People with Disabilities Survey 

FAX: 212.742.2132      email: mkutner@coalitionny.org

Administrative Information:

Agency Name:_________________________________________________________________

Program Type (e.g. CDPT, ACE, etc.):________________________________________________

Program Name:_________________________________________________________________

Person Completing Survey:_________ _______________________________________________

Email:_____________________________________  Phone:_____________________________

Survey Completion Date:_____________________

Please provide a best approximation or, exact number if possible, in response to the questions below. For questions 3-7, please consider only consumers aged 16-64 years*.  Additionally, please do not consider non-paid work (e.g. unpaid internship or volunteer position) as employment for the purposes of this survey.  
1. How many consumers are enrolled in your program?_________

2. How many consumers in your program are ages 16-64?________

3. How many consumers in your program are employed**?___________

4. Among consumers in your program, how many receive the following benefits:

a. Social Security Income (SSI) only?________ 

b. Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) only?________

c. Both SSI and SSDI?_______

5. Do you know of any employed consumers in your program receiving Medicaid coverage through the Medicaid Excess Income Program, also known as the “spend down?”  YES     NO   (Circle one)     If yes, how many?__________

6. Do you know of any consumers in your program currently enrolled in the Medicaid Buy-In program?  YES      NO   (Circle one)       If yes, how many?_________

7. Among consumers in your program NOT currently earning wages through employment, what percentage do you think may be considering employment or looking for a job ?________ 

*Even though your program may serve only consumers age 18 or over, 16-64 years is the age eligibility range for the MBI. 

**Eligibility for this program requires that earnings are less than or equal to $53,028/yr for a single person, $71,028 for married couples. Please exclude any consumer that exceeds either threshold.  
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